
     

Take your gardening experience to new heights by visiting Roberta’s 

Unique Gardens in our brand shop on QVC.com. Our goal is to en- 

hance your gardening enjoyment by providing you with top quality, 

leading edge perennials and annuals that are suitable for your garden 

and home with the best service imaginable. 
FLOWER CLUSTERS COVERED WITH GRAY MOLD?           
A botrytis blight disease caused by a fungus sometimes causes water-soaked 
moldy, soggy spots to form on red salvia plants. Entire flower spikes may be   
affected, and branches may die back in humid weather. Carefully pinch off af-  
fected parts. Wrap and discard them to avoid spreading spores further. If a plant   
is covered with the mold, pull it up and throw it away. Clean off the soil in the   
vicinity of any sick plants to eradicate spores which may remain there and infect   
other plants. Albeit these hybrids are resistant to botrytis, it can still occur but not   
as easily as other weaker varieties.   

Roberta’s is a 4th generation family owned business and has been 

one of the leading commercial exhibitors at flower and garden shows 

for over 50 years in the U.S and abroad. We search the globe to find 

easy-to-grow plants that are unique in themselves or their variety 

making them nearly impossible to find elsewhere. Our passion and 

commitment continually asks the question, “What makes a better, un- 

surpassed, and more beautiful flower to behold?” 

PLANT WEAKENS, LEAVES TURN YELLOW?   
Look and see if whiteflies are clearly visible on the undersides of salvia leaves.   
Adult whiteflies are white-winged moth-like insects about the size of a pinhead.   
When a plant is bumped or brushed they fly up in a cloud resembling flying   
dandruff. Nymphs and adults suck juices from plant leaves, buds, and stems   
weakening the plant. As the infestation worsens, the plants themselves weaken   
and the leaves can begin to turn yellow and die. The undersides of the leaves may   
be covered with shiny, sticky honeydew secreted by the whiteflies, and a black   
fungus that is encouraged by the honeydew may appear. Affected plants will   
become undersized and pale. Spray visible whiteflies with insecticidal soap as   
directed on the label.   

Working with growers and breeders from all over the world, Roberta’s 

is able to bring you hard-to-find plants and new species that will be 

sweethearts for years to come. Our alliance with QVC since the late 

1990’s will continue to transform your garden into the garden of your 

dreams. “Partnering with QVC, we share a common vision that puts 

the customer at the top of the list!” 

ARE THEY DEER RESISTANT?                             
Yes. Remember, we say deer 'resistant' and not deer 'proof'. Younger plants may   
be at greater risk of being eaten and younger deer may eat anything in sight as 
they learn what they do and do not like.    

HOW CAN I GET A LONGER SEASON OF FLOWERING?   
Deadheading encourages a longer bloom time. If plants get leggy during  the 
season, cut them all the way back to the newly developed foliage. If cut back,   
plants may re-bloom in fall but often the flowers are fewer and smaller.   

                        

Thank you for bringing us into your home,   
                         

Eric, Kevin, and Koort Wallien   

DOES MULCHING PLAY A ROLE? 
Many plants benefit from mulching, especially those that grow in the hot sun   
which dries out the soil quickly. Spread a 2 or 3 inch layer of some organic mate-  
rial such as dried grass clippings, wood chips, or chopped leaves on the soil   
around the salvia plants to discourage weeds, help the soil retain moisture and   
keep the roots cool. As it decomposes, mulch also contributes organic material   

Salvia, Meadow Sage   

(Salvia nemorosa)  

When your plant arrives from Roberta’s, remove  

from the shipping box immediately.   

Keep bare roots inside packing material until ready   

to plant into ground or container. Put in a cool,   

protected area and plant as soon as possible.   

1-800-428-9726   For extended storage time, place in refrigera-  

tor for up to 3 weeks.   Monday—Friday 8:30 am—4:30 pm EST 

When ready to plant, do the job as early in the   

day as possible to avoid extreme soil tempera-  

tures that prevent proper water uptake from   

the roots. Water them in well and whisper a   

few words of wisdom.   

Thank you    

For bringing us into your home 

www.robertasinc.com 

QVC, the Q and the Q-Ribbon Logo are service marks of ER Marks, Inc. 



  

 
   

LIGHT/SUN EXPOSURE: Full Sun 

3 to 8 

SHELF LIFE BLOOMING 

USDA Plant into garden or larger pots and place outside immediately after 

the night temperatures stay above 40 degrees. 
Under correct conditions, blooming appears throughout the 

summer, over 4 weeks long. 
HARDINESS ZONES: 

PLANT PREPARATION PLANTING DISTANCE: 16-18 inches 
PRUNING 

MATURE HEIGHT/SPREAD: 18-20 inches / 12-18 inches 
Remove plastic bag and sleeve from around bare-roots. Discard 
any packing material clinging to the leaves or soil. Pull away any 
yellow or brown leaves that may have occurred during transit. If 

you can not plant it into garden or larger pot within a few days, 

make sure it stays in a cool, dry area until it is able to be planted. 

After blooming, they respond well to shearing to prompt fresh 

foilage and blooms.  Cut down to basal growth as new growth 

will be more appealing.  Deadheading encourages a longer bloom 

time. 

BLOOM TIME: Summer 

PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS: Remove plastic bag and/or sleeve from     

around bare-roots. Transplant into the        

garden as soon as the evening             

temperatures stay above 40F.   

WINTER DORMANCY (soil preparation, depth, 

which end is up, etc.) 
SOIL 

In late autumn or early spring, cut plants back to the ground. 

Grow in fertile, moist, but well-drained soil. Amend clay type soils 

with compost or potting mix. 
PROPAGATION 

They can be subdivided in late autumn or early spring after 2-3 

years.  Just stick a shovel or trowel down between the clumps and 

pull apart anywhere. 

POTTED PLANTS 

Rather than in the garden you may re-pot into large containers. 
Repot the plants into at least 12 inch pots separately or together 

inside one larger container. 

GARDEN PREPARATION 

Keep inside packing material until ready to plant into 
ground or container.  Put in a cool, protected area and 

plant as soon as possible. For extended  storage time, 

place  in refrigerator for up to 3 weeks. 

They do best in full sun, but a half day of sun will suffice.  The 

more sun the more intensified the blooms will be. Real heat lover. 

PLANTING DISTANCE 

Transplant into the garden as soon as evening tempera- 
tures stay above 40F.  Your hole should be deep 

enough to accommodate the roots and only 1 to 2 

inches more covering the top. Fill in the hole with soil 

and water thoroughly.  Plants prefer full sun to half 

day of sun. 

If planted in the garden space 16-18 inches apart. 

PLANTING HEIGHT AND WIDTH 

These grow about 18-20 inches tall and 12-18 inches wide. 

WATER May Night in a border 

Water upon planting and just average watering in summer.  They 
are heat and humidity tolerant as well as being drought tolerant 

once established. 
Rather than in the garden you may re-pot into large 
containers. Re pot the plants into at least 12 inch pots 

separately or together inside one larger container. FERTILIZER 

They respond to feeding with a high bloom plant food like Roberta's  

Bounty Plant Food (M61691). Fertilize them about once a week  

beginning early spring and all summer long  
Planted now they will produce aromatic flowers in 

summer. 
TEMPERATURE ZONES 3 to 8 

When nights stay above 40 degrees, place your plants outside and 

leave them there.  They can withstand winter temperatures to 

minus 30F. 

LIGHTING 
Dense spikes of violet-purple 

In the summer growing season, full sun is the absolute best. 


