
Holiday Cactus Collection
(Schlumbergera and 

Rhipsalidopsis)

Tips and FaQs

UPON ARRIVAL
When you receive your plants, immediately open the 
package to give your plants some fresh air and remove your 
plants from the box. Preferably open your box outside or 
somewhere that you don’t mind getting messy, as some of 
the soil may have been shaken loose in transit.

Remove the plastic bag and sleeve from around the potted 
plant and discard any packing material clinging to the leaves 
or soil. 

WATER
Water your plants immediately after taking them out of the 
box. Give them enough water so that the soil appears damp 
and water trickles out the bottom of the pot. It is necessary 
to let your plants’ soil dry out completely between watering. 
This will mean watering more in warmer months and less in 
cooler months.

YELLOW OR BROWN LEAVES
When you receive your plants, there may be some yellowed 
or browned foliage on the plant. This is normal. Cut those 
leaves off your plant. This will encourage new leaves to grow.

TIPS
Holiday Cactus are easy to grow plants that can be left inside 
the home by a sunny window all year long. Alternatively, if 
you like to decorate your porch or patio during the summer 
months, you can place your plants outside, as long as night 
stay above 55F 

These thorn-free cacti are well-known for their ability to thrive 
in adverse conditions, particularly handling heat and drought 
with ease. When caring for these plant, it is important to let 
their soil dry out completely between watering. Generally 
watering once every seven to ten days is sufficient. 

These cacti demand well-draining potting mix that allows 
excess water to quickly pass through. Potting mixes for 
houseplants is generally good. Soils specifically designated 
for cactus and succulents is even better. We recommend 
using clay pots as well, because this creates better soil 
aeration.

FLOWERS
In order to induce flower formation, these plants love day 
temperatures that are about 70F degrees and evening 
temperatures closer to 60F degrees during the fall and 
winter. This change in temperatures helps buds to form.

PRUNING
If your plant is outgrowing your containers, the time to prune 
is after they’ve finished flowering. Feel free to cut off any 
pieces of foliage that are not suitable to your needs. 



ConTinuing Care addiTional reFerenCe

 PLANT PREPARATION 
 Cut away any yellow or brown leaves or broken stems that may 
have occurred. This grooming is completely normal. 
 POTTED PLANTS 
 Repot the plants into larger 6 inch pots separately or together in 
one 8-10 inch container. You may move them up once every few 
years. Plants never need a pot larger than 12 inch container. 
 SOIL 
 They like bagged potting mixes for houseplants that will drain 
well. Most garden centers carry various brand names with perlite, 
vermiculite, soil and sand. 
 GARDEN PREPARATION 
 Plants should be grown in containers. 
 PLANTING SPACING 
 These plants must be grown in containers. Crowding is o.k. 
 PLANT HEIGHT AND WIDTH 
 These will grow to about 10-12 inches tall and wide. 
 WATER 
 Water the plants thoroughly letting the excess water drain 
through the bottom of the pot. Be sure to keep excess water 
out of any saucer underneath pot. During the spring and summer 
water them once a week all summer long. Water sparingly once or 
twice a month from November – March. This helps to encourage 
buds. 
 FERTILIZER 
 To promote more flowers use a well balanced fertilizer like 
Roberta’s Bounty. They enjoy leaf feeding as often as once a 
week. 
 LIGHTING 
 Full or partial sun is best in summer. In winter months bright 
diffused light is more than sufficient. 
 BLOOMING 
 Your plants will begin blooming in late fall, early winter and 
continue through spring. 
 TEMPERATURE ZONE 10 to 11 
 When nights stay above 55 degrees you may place your plants 
outside and leave them there all summer long. They enjoy a 
change in day to evening temperatures. In the cooler months, if 
possible, the best scenario is day temperatures around 70F and 
night temperatures closer to 60F. 
 WINTER SEASON 
 In the winter months inside the home, plants slow down their 
growth. Water sparingly once or twice a month from November – 
March. This helps to encourage buds. 
 PRUNING 
 When plants have completed their flowering, you may prune away 
any foliage that you like. This will keep plant tidy and bushier. 
 PROPAGATING 
 In summer, cut at least a 3-4 inch tip cutting(s). Let it dry out for 
one week and plant them. Water them once a week letting the soil 
dry out on the surface. 
 GROOMING 
 If part of a leaf get damaged or broken, cut away about an inch 
below the blemish. This ‘haircut’ will increase the bushy nature of 
the plant considerably! In addition, always remove spent flowers. 
 LEAF CLEANING 
 Monthly misting with a solution of soapy water will insure glossy 
pest free leaves. Mix one half teaspoon of standard liquid dish 
soap and one half teaspoon of vegetable oil in a quart spray 
bottle of water, shake, and mist the plant profusely. 
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Unpack your plant(s) immediately removing any packing 
material. Cut away any yellow or brown leaves or broken 
stems that may have occurred. On rare occasion very slight 
prickles form on young growth but will quickly fall away as 
the plant grows.  

Repot the plants into larger 6 inch pots separately or together 
in one 8-10 inch container. Water again. 

Place plants outside during summer in full or partial sun when 
evening temperatures stay above 55 F degrees. 

Planted now, your plants will produce flowers from winter 
through spring.

Water the plant(s) thoroughly letting the excess water drain 
through the bottom of the pot(s). Repeat once a week all 
summer. Be sure to keep excess water out of any saucer 
underneath pot. 
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