
Strawberry Collection
(Fragaria ananassa hybrids)

Tips and FaQs

UPON ARRIVAL
When your plant arrives from Roberta’s remove bare root(s) 
from the shipping box immediately. Consider doing this 
outside or somewhere you don’t mind getting messy, as 
some of the soil around the roots may have shaken loose.

Keep bare root(s) inside packing material until ready to plant 
into the ground or in containers. Place in a cool, protected 
area and plant as soon as possible. For extended storage, 
place in the refrigerator for up to 3 weeks.

When ready to plant, try to do so before the heat of the day 
sets in. This will help you avoid extreme soil temperatures 
that prevent proper water uptake from the roots. 

Give the soil you are about to plant into a nice watering 
before you plant the roots, and then water again once you’ve 
planted into the soil. 

KEYS TO SUCCESS
Bare root strawberry plants need to be awakened from 
dormancy before planting. To do this, place the roots up to 
the crown (see interior panel for diagram of the bare root) in 
a bucket of water for 20 minutes before planting. 

Once you’ve planted your roots, it is important that your 
plants stay well hydrated to produce the best amount of 
berries. We recommend adding a 2-inch layer of mulch 
around the base of the plant. This will help you conserve 
water while also keeping your plants hydrated and cool.

WINTER CARE
Strawberry plants will come back each year, which is 
something we love about growing them. Don’t plant your 
strawberries in a veggie garden where the crops typically 
get rotated in and out. To ensure they come back each year 
there can be a little additional care. Plants that are grown in 
the ground will over winter better than those in pots. Simply 
add a two-inch layer of mulch (bark, compost, leaves, straw 
etc.) at the end of autumn on top of your plants. Strawberries 
grown in containers will need more protection, so if possible 
place them in a garage, cellar, or basement during the winter 
months and then place back outside once temperatures are 
consistently above freezing.

TIPS
If planting your strawberries directly in your garden, many 
gardeners choose to plant them in rows. When planting in 
rows, we recommend planting in a zig zag pattern. This will 
optimize the space the best. Furthermore, with the three 
varieties in the collection, try alternating between each 
variety so that when they fruit there is space between the 
plants that are fruiting.

When planting, make sure the crown of the root is positioned 
just barely above the soil surface. When the crown is too high 
the root will likely dry out, but if it is too low it may cause 
root rot. 



ConTinuing Care addiTional reFerenCe

 SHELF LIFE
 Plant into the garden as soon as the ground has thawed 
enough to dig and the dangers of frost have passed. 
 PLANT PREPARATION
 Remove each bare root from their plastic bag. Trim away 
any yellow or brown leaves that may have occurred. 
Soak the roots for 20 minutes in a bucket of water just 
prior to planting. 
 PLANTING DEPTH AND SPACING
 Dig a hole that is about 5-6” deep and about twice the 
width of the root ball. After you’ve placed the plant in the 
hole, cover with soil up to the crown. Make sure the crown 
is just barely above the surface of the soil. Space plants 
about 12-18” apart in the garden.
 POTTED PLANTS
 Rather than in the garden you may re-pot into large 
containers. Re-pot the plants into a container that is about 
8-12” wide. You may also plant multiple plants in a larger 
container, strawberry pot, hanging basket, or any other 
creative container.
 SOIL PREPARATION
 Plants prefer nutrient rich, well-draining soil. Enhance soil 
with fertilizer or organic materials like compost.
 GARDEN LOCATION
 They prefer areas that get lots of sun and have great 
drainage. 
 PLANT HEIGHT AND WIDTH
 These grow to about 12” tall and 16” wide.
 WATER
 Water upon planting. Wait until you see some sprouting 
before watering a second time. Once some growth occurs 
keep soil moist but not soggy during the summer months. 
Plants in containers will likely need more regular watering. 
 FERTILIZER
 They respond to feeding with a high bloom fertilizer 
like Roberta’s Bounty. Fertilizing every two weeks is 
recommended.
 LIGHTING
 In the summer growing season full sun is absolute best. 
 BLOOMING
 Under correct conditions fruiting will begin mid summer 
starting the second season. Fruits will arrive slightly later in 
the first season.
 TEMPERATURE ZONE 4-9
 They can withstand winter temperatures to about minus 
-25F in the ground and 0F in pots.
 WINTERIZING
 To protect your plants and ensure they come back each 
year, add a two inch layer of mulch on top of plants in the 
ground. If plants are in containers and your winters are 
very cold, consider placing pots inside a garage, cellar, or 
basement during the winter months. 
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Discard any unattached pieces of old roots or crown 
remnants. If planting into the garden wait until the ground 
has thawed and there is no danger of frost. Soak the roots of 
the plant beneath the crown in water for 20 minutes before 
planting.

Alternatively, you may plant them in containers. Transplant 
into a larger container that is about 8 inches wide. You may 
also choose a larger container, strawberry pot, or other 
planting vessel spacing plants about 6 inches apart.

Water your newly planted roots thoroughly, making sure all 
parts of the roots get hydrated. Wait a few more days until 
you seem some sprouting before watering again. 

Planted now, your plants will begin producing fruit mid to 
late summer in the first season, and then early summer the 
following year. 

Refer to the photo image in the accompanying panel. Plant 
separately with the roots facing downward. Your hole should 
be deep enough to accommodate the roots and crown and 
about twice as wide as the roots. Fill in the hole with soil and 
pack in firmly making sure that the crown of the root is just 
barely above the surface of the soil. 
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