
Proven Winners® 
Fire Light® Hydrangea

(Hydrangea paniculata hybrid)

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

FIRST THINGS FIRST...

WHAT DO WE LOVE ABOUT THIS HYDRANGEA?
The Fire Light Hydrangea sets the standard for panicle 
hydrangea. It produces enormous creamy white flowers 
that turn into pomegranate red during the course of the 
summer. The plants grow into perfect 3-5 foot tall and 
wide shrubs that merit their inclusion in every garden. 
They are a perfect foundational plant or landscape shrub 
for their ease of growth and incredible beauty.

DO THEY LIKE SUN OR SHADE?
These hydrangea are especially adaptable and will 
perform well in everything from full sun all the way to 
partial shade. 

ARE THEY EASY TO GROW?
Hydrangea and daylilies tend to be the backbone of the 
American garden because they are so easy to grow and 
undeniably reliable in the garden. Fire Light is a hearty 
performer and will grace your garden with enormous 
blooms year after year. They also do very well in 
containers, which is rare for hydrangea.

DO I NEED TO PRUNE IT?
Fire Light will produce flowers on the new wood that 
emerges each year. Therefore, pruning is generally not 
necessary unless there is some distinct dead wood that 
needs to be removed. Or if you are trying to shape your 
hydrangea into a specific shape, the time to prune is late 
winter or early spring.

WHAT ARE SOME NICE COMPANION PLANTS?
Lilac, Daylilies, Phlox, Clematis, Foxgloves, Geranium, 
Bellflower, and Peonies are all great companion plants.

When your plant arrives from Roberta’s, remove from the 
shipping box immediately. 

Remove plastic bag and sleeve from around potted 
plant(s). Discard any packing material clinging to the 
leaves or soil. Pull away any yellow or brown leaves that 
may have occurred during transit. If you can not plant it 
into garden or larger pot within a few days, make sure it 
stays well watered. 

When ready to plant, do the job as early in the day as 
possible to avoid extreme soil temperatures that prevent 
proper water uptake from the roots. Water them in well 
and whisper a few words of wisdom. 



Remove plastic bag and/or sleeve from around potted 
plant(s). Discard any packing material clinging to the 
leaves or soil. Pull away any yellow or brown leaves 
that may have occurred during transit. If you cannot 
plant it into garden or larger pot within a few days, 
make sure it stays well watered. 

Rather than in the garden you may re-pot into large 
containers that are at least 18-24 inches. 

Planted now they will produce flowers in summer and 
fall, especially by the second season. 

Transplant into the garden as soon as evening 
temperatures stay above 40F. Dig holes twice the 
width of the root ball and about 6 to 8 inches deep. 
Place them in their holes. Pack soil firmly around 
roots. Fill with soil and pack in firmly covering entire 
root zone. Water again. Plants prefer full sun to half 
day of sun. 
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Hydrangea Shipped as 
Shown

A great foundational plant for 
your garden

Large flower panicles from 
summer to fall
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CONTINUING CARE ADDITIONAL REFERENCE

 SHELF LIFE 
 Plant into garden or larger pots and place outside 
immediately after the night temperatures stay above 40 
degrees. 
 PLANT PREPARATION 
 Remove plastic bag and sleeve from around potted 
plant(s). Discard any packing material clinging to the leaves 
or soil. Pull away any yellow or brown leaves that may have 
occurred during transit. If you cannot plant it into garden 
or larger pot within a few days, make sure it stays well 
watered. 
 SOIL 
 Grow in fertile, moist but well-drained soil. Amend clay 
type soils with compost or potting mix. 
 GARDEN PREPARATION 
They prefer full sun to partial shade. 
 POTTED PLANTS 
Rather than in the garden you may re-pot into large 
containers that are at least 18-24 inches. 
 PLANTING SPACING 
 If planting in garden space 3 to 5 feet apart.
 PLANT HEIGHT AND WIDTH 
 These grow about 3 to 6 feet tall and wide. 
 WATER 
 Water upon planting and a couple times a week all 
summer long. 
 FERTILIZER 
 They respond to feeding with a high bloom fertilizer 
like Flower Magic plant food (M7503). Once a month is 
sufficient. 
 TEMPERATURE ZONES 3 to 8 
 When nights stay above 40 degrees, place your plants 
outside and leave them there. They can withstand winter 
temperatures to minus -30F. 
 LIGHTING 
 In the summer growing season, full sun or partial shade is 
acceptable. 
 BLOOMING 
 Under correct conditions, blooming is early summer to 
autumn, by the second season. 
 PRUNING
 Pruning is generally not necessary. If dead wood is visible, 
it is recommended to remove it. If you would like to keep 
plant smaller through pruning, spring is the time to trim it.
 CUT FLOWERS
 Hydrangea makes great cut flowers that can then be dried 
to adorn the home with throughout the fall and winter.

Flowers start white and turn 
into vivid red

Full to Partial Shade

3-8

3-5 feet
Perennial

3-6 feet
Summer to Fall, by second season

Remove plastic bag and/or sleeve from around 
potted plant(s). Transplant into the garden as 
soon as evening temperatures stay above 40F. 
Rather than in the garden you may re-pot into 
large containers. 

LIGHT/SUN EXPOSURE:

USDA 
HARDINESS ZONES:

PLANT TYPE

PLANTING DISTANCE:

MATURE HEIGHT/SPREAD:

BLOOM TIME:

planting instructions:

(soil preparation, depth,
which end is up, etc.)

2018




