
The English Cottage
Garden Collection

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THIS ENGLISH COTTAGE GARDEN ALL ABOUT?
We designed this Big Garden featuring some of our favorite 
plants that are often found in English Cottage Gardens. 
We love English Gardens because they generally have an 
informal, flowing style that is lush, dense, and contains a 
wide mixture of different types of flowers.  This creates 
a very charming and graceful garden that is adored by 
gardeners around the world. With this Big Garden that 
includes many different plants, you can quickly achieve the 
Cottage Garden appeal in a short period.

DO I NEED TO PLANT ALL THE PLANTS NEXT TO 
ONE ANOTHER?
We created this collection because we are often asked how 
to design an entire garden scene. When all the plants in the 
collection are grown together, a wonderful garden is crafted. 
However, it is by no means necessary to plant everything 
near each other. The wonderful thing about this Big Garden 
collection is that there will be enough plants to produce a 
single dense garden, or to plant all the plants separately 
in and around the garden as you desire. It’s the gardener’s 
choice!

WHEN WILL MY PLANTS BLOOM?
The plants in this Big Garden have been strategically 
selected so that you will have some plants flowering on and 
off from late spring through fall.  A great garden has plants 
that flower at different times of the year, and that is exactly 
what this collection will achieve. 

WHAT TO DO IN THE WINTER?
All the plants in the collection are perennials, so there is 
nothing to do in the winter. Because they are perennials, 
the first season they will be growing their root systems. 
However, by the second and third season their flower power 
will really start to shine.

FIRST THINGS FIRST...
When your plant arrives from Roberta’s, remove from the 
shipping box immediately. Remove plastic bag and sleeve 
from around potted plant(s). 

Discard any packing material clinging to the leaves or soil. 
Pull away any yellow or brown leaves that may have occurred 
during transit. If you can not plant it into garden or larger 
pot within a few days, make sure it stays well watered. 
Keep bulb(s) inside packing material until ready to plant into 
ground or container. Put in a cool, protected area and plant 
as soon as possible. For extended storage time, place in 
refrigerator for up to 3 weeks. 

When ready to plant, do the job as early in the day as 
possible to avoid extreme soil temperatures that prevent 
proper water uptake from the roots. Water them in well and 
whisper a few words of wisdom. 
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                                           Remove plastic bag and/
or sleeve from around potted plant(s) Dig holes twice 
the width of the root ball and about 5 to 6 inches 
deep. Pack soil firmly around roots. Fill with soil 
and pack in firmly covering entire root zone. Water 
thoroughly. May be planted in the ground or in larger 
12-18” wide pots.

Keep bulb(s) inside packing material until ready to 
plant into ground or container. Plant bulbs in the 
garden once the ground has thawed accordingly. 
Otherwise plant bulbs into 6 inch pots separately or 
combine into larger pots. 
  

planting instructions

Full to Partial Sun

5-9

Regular watering a couple times per week

Perennial

LIGHT/SUN EXPOSURE:

USDA 
HARDINESS ZONES:

PLANT TYPE

WATER:

4. Grosso Lavender (Lavendula)
Bloom Time: Summer to Fall
Height/Width: 24-30”/18-24”
Spacing: 2’

7.  Popsicle Lupines (Lupinus)
Bloom Time: Summer
Height/Width: 18-24”/12”
Spacing: 1’

1. Columbine Songbird Series (Aquilegia)
Bloom Time: Spring to Summer
Height/Width: 24-30”/24”
Spacing: 2’

5. Blazing Star (Liatris)
Bloom Time: Summer
Height/Width: 36-48”/12”
Spacing: 1’

8. Balmy Red Bee Balm (Monarda)
Bloom Time: Summer to Frost
Height/Width: 12”/12”
Spacing: 1’

2. Scarlet Milkweed Apollo Orange (Asclepias)
Bloom Time: Summer to Fall
Height/Width: 36”/24”
Spacing:2’

6. Shasta Daisy Becky (Leucanthemum)
Bloom Time: Late Spring to Summer
Height/Width: 36-48”/24-36”
Spacing: 3’

9. Miss Manners Obedient Plant (Physotegia)
Bloom Time: Summer
Height/Width: 18-24”/12”
Spacing: 1’

3. Super Trouper Hardy Carnation (Dianthus)
Bloom Time: Spring to Summer
Height/Width: 12”/12”
Spacing: 1’




