
French Hollyhock Duo
(Malva sylvestris hybrids)

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

FIRST THINGS FIRST...

DO THE FLOWERS NEED STAKING?
It forms an upright, bushy mound that may need to 
be staked if grown in rich soil.  The plant prefers light 
(sandy) to medium (loamy) soils that are well drained.  If 
grown in a soil that is not too rich, they will not need 
staking.  That is the beauty of these bushy varieties.  
These will get to about 3 to 4 feet in height.  Each stem 
branches and each branch is covered with numerous 
flowers.  

WHAT CAN I DO WITH THE SEEDS THAT FORM?
Each plant will produce numerous flowers.  The flowers 
are hermaphrodite (have both male and female organs) 
and are pollinated by bees.  Each flower will produce a 
seed pod.  Allow pods to dry on plant; break open to 
collect seeds.  To encourage new growth in the same 
area, in fall shake the stalks profusely to make the seeds 
fall to the ground.  Otherwise remove pods, store them 
in a paper bag inside the home in a cool dry area.  In 
the spring after the last frost sow them in your garden.  
This is well worth the effort.  The next season a large 
percentage will grow.  In the second season they will be 
blooming too!

DO I NEED TO DIVIDE THEM EVERY FEW YEARS?
Although not necessary, you can divide them carefully in 
early spring of the third year to reinvigorate them and to 
increase the stock. Simply lift the plants and divide the 
clumps and re-plant elsewhere.   

ARE THEY DEER AND RABBIT RESISTANT?
These hybrids will present a bold and lasting impression 
in the garden while deer and rabbits will not bother 
them.  

SOME OF MY LEAVES GET HOLES ON THEM?
Each leaf has a fuzzy hairy-like texture.  If the leaves are 
wet from early morning rain or dew the sun will often 
cause this.  There is little you can do except refrain from 
misting the foliage in the hot sun.  The flowers are not 
affected by this at all.    

DO THEY LIKE A LOT OF WATER?
No.  Average watering needs; water regularly; do not 
overwater.  Heat and drought are not a problem for this 
plant. 

When your plants arrive from Roberta’s, remove from the
shipping box immediately.

Remove plastic bag and/or sleeve from around potted
plant(s). Discard any packing material clinging to the
leaves or soil. Pull away any yellow or brown leaves that
may have occurred during transit. If you can’t plant it into
garden or larger pot within a few days, make sure it stays
well watered.

When ready to plant, do the job as early in the day as
possible to avoid extreme soil temperatures that prevent
proper water uptake from the roots. Water them in well
and whisper a few words of wisdom.



The foliage may appear wilted or yellow.  
No worries.  Water the plant thoroughly and 
gently remove any yellow or brown leaves
that may have occurred during transit. If you cannot
plant it into garden or larger pot within a few days,
make sure it stays well watered.

Rather than in the garden you may re-pot into large
containers. Re-pot the plants into at least 10 inch pots
separately or together inside one larger container.  
Plants in containers need more frequent watering and 
feeding, especially when in active growth and bloom.

Planted now they will produce flowers in early summer 
into early fall. To encourage more flowers, feed with 
Roberta’s Gardens’ Hawaiian Flower Magic (M7503) 
and Spray and Flourish (M25969).

Transplant into the garden as soon as evening tem-
peratures stay above 40F. Dig holes twice the width
of the root ball and about 5 to 6 inches deep. Place
them in their holes. Fill with soil and pack in firmly 
covering entire root zone. Water again. 
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 SHELF LIFE
 Plant into the garden or larger pots and place outside immediately 
after the night temperatures stay above 40 degrees.
 PLANT PREPARATION
 Cut away any yellow or brown leaves or broken stems that may have 
occurred and
don’t perk up after the first watering.  This grooming is completely 
normal.
 POTTED PLANTS
 Rather than the garden you may re-pot into containers.  Re-pot the 
plants into at least 10 inch pots separately or together inside one 
larger containers or tubs.  
 SOIL PREPARATION
 If your soil is clayish amend it with a standard garden soil for adequate 
drainage and moisture retentiveness.  Site them in evenly moist, well- 
drained soil.  Adapts to all soil types.
 GARDEN PREPARATION
 These prefer full to partial sun.  Site these in the back of your 
perennial garden, cottage style gardens, against a fence, next to 
your front door, or as a cover-up to an ugly shed or rickety fence.  
Wonderful vertical presence in the garden.  
 PLANTING DEPTH AND SPACING
 Plant separately spacing about 2 feet apart.  Dig holes twice the width 
of the root ball and about 5-6 inches deep.  Place them in their holes 
and pack soil firmly around the plant.  Water in well.  
 PLANT HEIGHT AND WIDTH
 These will grow about 3 to 5 feet tall and 1 to 2 feet wide.
 WATER 
 Water thoroughly upon planting and continue once or twice a week.  
Water regularly and do not overwater.  Heat and drought are not a 
problem for this plant.
 FERTILIZER
 This helps maintain flower size and count from year to year.  For best 
results, use Roberta’s Flower Magic plant food (M7503) once a month 
or more all summer long.  
 LIGHTING
 Full sun or partial sun is preferred.  In the summer growing season, full 
sun is the absolute best.  Otherwise a half day of sun is sufficient.  
 BLOOMING
 Under correct conditions, blooming begins in early summer and lasts 
into early fall, especially by second season.    
 TEMPERATURE ZONE 4 to 10 
 When nights stay above 40 degrees, place your plants outside and 
leave them there. They can withstand winter temperatures to minus 
20F. 
 WINTER DORMANCY
 Leave old flower heads on the plant and let them go to seed.  In early 
spring, gradually remove any winter cover.  Cut back old stems all the 
way to the ground; large clumps may be divided. 
 PROPAGATING
 Each plant will produce numerous flowers.  Each flower will produce 
a seed pod.  Allow pods to dry on plant; break open to collect seeds.  
To encourage new growth in same area, in fall shake the stalks 
profusely to make the seeds fall to the ground.  Otherwise remove 
pods, store them in a paper bag inside the home in a cool dry area.  
In the spring after last frost sow them in your garden.  This is well 
worth the effort.  The next season a large percentage will grow.  In the 
second season they will be blooming too! 

Malva 
Shipped as Shown

Mystic Merlin in 2nd season

Zebrina is beautiful, 
and even edible!

Butterflies can’t resist!

Spreads out wonderfully

Full Sun to Part Sun

4-10

2 feet

Perennial

3-5 feet
1-2 feet

Early Summer – Early Fall

Remove plastic bag and/or sleeve from
around potted plant(s). Discard any packing
material clinging to the leaves or soil.
Transplant into the garden as soon as
evening temperatures stay above 40F.

LIGHT/SUN EXPOSURE:

USDA 
HARDINESS ZONES:

PLANT TYPE

PLANTING DISTANCE:

MATURE HEIGHT/SPREAD:

BLOOM TIME:

planting instructions:

(soil preparation, depth,
which end is up, etc.)
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